aval [assume vivid astro focus) anginated in

1984 a5 a prefessional tag for its founder, the

v York- and Sho Paulo-based artist E
Sudbrack, who was born in Rio in 1968, Sudbrack
received his BA in Communicatons in 1992

frem PLUC [Pontificia Universidade Catdlica)

in Rig, completing his studses at Mew York's
International Center for Protography seven years
later. Having arce collaborated with multimedia
artest Chnstophe Hamaide-Pierson in 2001, the
aval collectve burst onta the internatisnal scene,
becoming known for its playful, carnvalesgque
installations and performance art.

19 drawing, SCULpIUrne, Vigeo and
performance, aval’s dynamic installations

touch an issues of gender, pelitics and

culture generally. It kas become known for its

resistance Lo the élitism of arts institubians
often emphasising engagement with, and the
participation of, its viewers. aval regularly imites
other artists, musicians and fashion designers
Lo collat o cific projects

I g 5 first solo exhibition at Deitch
Projec Mew ark in 2003, the collective
drews significant attention for its flamboyant
style. In 2004, in the course of an installation at
the De la Cruz Collection in Miami, Sudbrack
wore &n elaborate kaleidoscopic mask in order
to remain anonymous: motivated by aval's
collectre it
bescomng
a tribute to the ¢
and style, resulled ir
of masks by altende

5 at aval events, motivated

by thesr intention to became part of a collective
unconscious , In fact, mashks have played a
sagraficant part in avaf's perfarmances ever
since, as in the 2005 exhibition homecrap# T at
the Museum of Coanternparary Art, Los Angeles
When contextuals g v willir the

critics often note the
£a, ciling his penefravels
", the mobile sculptures and
costumes he prodeced in the 19005 and
‘705, Ancther significant influence is Oswald
de Andrade’s 1928 "Manifesto Antropdfago
aval itself evokes eclectic sources from Hiro
Yarmagata, Captain Horleck and Richard
Bernstein to coloured plastics and alchemy,
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